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REPORTS FOR THE YEAR 1911. 



REPORT OF THE OFFICERS OF THE BOARD. 

SUBMITTED TO THE TRUSTEES, JANTJART 10, 1912. 
To the Board of Trustees of the Missouri Botanical Garden: 

We submit for your consideration the financial results for 
the year ending December 31, 1911. 

The earnings from rentals exceeded those of the year 1910 
by $6,321.78, but did not meet our expectations for the rea- 
son that several vacancies in business property existed 
throughout the entire year and still exist. Our loss in 
revenue for that reason amounted to $11,679.00, and out 
of the total earnings $182.00 was charged off as uncollect- 
ible — about one-seventh of one per cent. 

One of our buildings, on account of age, was found to 
be in a dangerous condition, and we were compelled to 
rebuild it at a cost of $6,585.67, which, with necessajy 
repairs to others, caused an unusually large expenditure. 

Without counting any rentals from buildings now vacant, 
we can safely expect the rentals for the coming year to 
exceed those of 1910 by at least $11,000.00. 

During the past year we succeeded in acquiring, by pur- 
chase, the lot owned by the Mount Calvary Episcopal 
Church, which has prevented the extension of Lafayette 
Avenue through the Board's property lying just west of 
Grand Avenue, and by this purchase we have been able to 
extend Lafayette Avenue west practically on the same line 
for a distance of about 5,500 feet, and it is now fully im- 
proved for a distance of 2,225 feet, and some houses have 
already been erected. 
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8 MISSOURI BOTANICAL GARDEX. 

The improvements begun upon this tract, known as 
Shaw's Lafayette Avenue Addition, last year, have been car- 
ried from Spring to Grand Avenues, and are finished at an 
additional cost of $39,881.52, thus enabling us, without 
further expense, to dispose of about 10,000 front feet of 
very desirable residence property. 

We have still left in this tract about 20,000 front feet, 
some of which is partially improved, which we can fully 
improve at our leisure, as the outside streets are all made, 
when there is sufficient demand for it, at approximately 
an additional cost of $150,000.00, which sum, with other 
amounts, will come back to us by increased values as the 
property is sold. 

We have expended during the year the following amounts 
for street improvements : 

Lafayette Avenue Addition . Sundries $39,881 52 

Kingshighway Roadway 9,427 56 

Arsenal Street Roadway 6,971 85 

McRee Avenue Roadway 18,743 06 

Vandeventer Avenue . . . Sidewalks .... 1,621 24 



Total $76,645 23 

During the past year we have disposed of vacant prop- 
erty, as follows: 

Lafayette Avenue Addition . 2,743 Front feet . . . $107,816 75 

Flora Boulevard Addition 320 Front feet . . . 22,510 00 



Total $130,326 75 

We have, in addition, signed contracts for the sale of ad- 
ditional property, which will shortly be closed, for 1,054 
front feet, amounting to $70,000.00. 

In our opinion we have almost reached a point where 
no further street improvements can be forced upon us by 
ordinance, with the exception of the following, which we 
may be compelled to make this year: 

Shaw Avenue, west of Tower Grove $14,000 00 

Thurman Avenue, north of Shaw 10,000 00 

Sidewalks, sundries 5,000 00 

$29,000 00 
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The Board has for years felt the necessity for additional 
plant house space at the Garden, but have been prevented 
from making any extensive improvements on account of 
the seemingly never-ending demands for street improve- 
ments, the expenditures for which, during the past fifteen 
years, have reached the sum of $401,000.00, but they now 
feel that the surplus of receipts over expenditures during the 
past twenty years, amounting to $179,399.71, which has 
been used for street improvements, will soon be reimbursed 
by sales of property, thus making it possible to make an 
expenditure for an additional plant house. 

In view of the above facts, we recently entered into a 
contract with an architect and builder of plant houses of 
national reputation, to erect during the summer a very large 
and completely equipped plant house and a steam plant, 
equal to any in this country, at a cost of about $135,000.00, 
which will be finished and ready for occupancy early in 
October, 1912. 

The Library and Herbarium collections have received 
additions by purchase and donations during the year, valued 
at the following sums, which have been credited to stock 
account : 

Library $4,828 63 

Herbarium 2,489 10 

The Annual Bequests provided for in Mr. Shaw's will, 
with the exception of the Trustees' Annual Banquet, have 
been met by the expenditure of $1,376.80, but the full 
amounts authorized, $2,100.00, have been charged against 
the year's income to be used at some future time. 

After charging against the income all of the expenses, 
except $76,645.23, expended for street improvements, we 
are able to carry forward as a surplus for the year, the sum 
of $7,860.02. 
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RECEIPTS. 

Rentals $141,541 07 

Interest and dividends 4,157 34 

Garden Handbook sales 79 65 

Publication sales 32 37 

Garden sales 22 43 

Total income receipts .... $145,832 86 

Sales of real estate under decree . . . 92,457 59 
Bills receivable, account of real estate 12,415 93 

Shaw School of Botany, rentals .... 4,225 00 109,098 52 

Total receipts $254,931 38 

Cash on hand December 31, 1910 . 43,726 30 

$298,657 68 

DISBURSEMENTS. 
Garden Account, 

Labor pay-roll .... $24,883 86 
Students' pay-roll . . . 1,706 76 

Office assistance .... 1,125 00 $27,715 62 

Fuel 2,374 99 

Water 641 00 

Repairs and supplies 3,155 21 

Stable and implements 585 44 

Plants and seeds 1,084 86 

Total for care of Garden .... $35,557 12 

Herbarium Account, 

Salaries 1,073 55 

Fuel 273 39 

Current expense and additions . 1,302 98 2,649 92 

Library Account, 

Salaries 2,424 17 

Fuel 364 52 

Current expense and additions . . . 2,585 38 5,374 07 

Garden Office Account, 

Salaries 5,485 25 

Fuel 250 62 

Current expense 670 53 6,406 40 

Research and Instruction, 

Salaries 8,876 92 

Fuel 250 64 

Current expense and instruments . 1,884 93 11,012 49 

Total Garden maintenance .... $61,000 00 

Carried forward .... $61,000 00 
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Amount brought forward . . $61,000 00 

Garden Improvement, 

Furnishing library and herbarium 450 00 

Plant house improvements 985 38 

Garden renovation 934 78 

Stone fence and steps 1,678 75 

Sewer extension 748 25 

Traveling expenses 275 00 5,072 16 

Total amount expended on Garden $66,072 16 

Publication Account, 

Twenty-second Annual Report, account of 506 06 

Thirteenth Annual Report, reprint . . 500 00 

Garden Handbook 494 59 1,500 65 

Property Account, $67,572 81 

State, school and city taxes .... $35,366 30 

Streets, sidewalks and sewers 73,215 12 

Insurance 4,639 76 

Repairs 6,549 30 

Improvements 6,986 79 126,757 27 

Bequests, 

Annual Flower Sermon 200 00 

Annual Flower Show 436 00 

Annual Gardener's Banquet .... 740 80 1,376 80 

Sundries, 

Office expenses 6,681 27 

Legal and professional service^ . . 541 05 

Commissions 5,740 20 12,962 52 

Shaw School of Botany, rentals .... 4,875 00 4,875 00 

Investments 40,000 00 40,000 00 

Mount Calvary Episcopal Church, 

Property at Grand and Lafayette Avenues 30,000 00 30,000 00 

Total Disbursements $283,544 40 

Cash balance December 31, 1911 . . 15,113 28 

$298,657 68 
Respectfully submitted, 

..... E3dw.\eds Whitakee, President. 
A. D. Cunningham, Secretary. 



